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Proposed Item for Biobased Designation 

 

The following biobased product information has been collected to support item designation by USDA 

for the BioPreferred Program. This summary reflects data available as of August 9, 2006. Additional 

performance standards added as of March 26, 2007. 

 

Title: General Purpose Household Cleaners 

 

Description: Products designed to clean multiple common household surfaces. This designated item 

does not include products that are formulated for use as disinfectants. Task-specific cleaning products, 

such as spot and stain removers, upholstery cleaners, bathroom cleaners, glass cleaners, etc., are not 

included in this item. 

 

Manufacturers Identified: 16 manufacturers producing General Purpose Household Cleaners have 

been identified through internet searches, manufacturer’s directories, trade associations, and company 

submissions. 

 

Industry Associations Investigated: The following industry associations have been investigated for 

member companies producing General Purpose Household Cleaners: 

 

 Biobased Manufacturers Association 

 United Soybean Board 

 Soap and Detergent Association 

 

Commercially Available Products Identified: Of the manufacturers identified, 24 General Purpose 

Household Cleaners are commercially available on the market. 

 

Product Information Collected: Specific product information including company contact, intended 

use, biobased content, and performance characteristics have been collected on 3 General Purpose 

Household Cleaners. 

 

Industry Performance Standards: Product information submitted by biobased manufacturers indicate 

that have typically been tested to the following industry standards: 

 

 Federal Test Method Standard #536A Soap and Soap Products (Including synthetic detergents) 

sampling and testing 

 Green Seal Green Seal Environmental Standard for Household Cleaners 

 Boeing #D6-7127 Cleaning Interiors of Commercial Transport Aircraft 

 South Coast Air Quality Management District certified "Clean Air Solvent" 

 United States Navy Navsea #6840 Surface ship (non-submarine) authorized chemical cleaning 

products and dispensing systems. 

 American Society for Testing and Materials D1308-02e1 Standard Test Method for Effect of 

Household Chemicals on Clear and Pigmented Organic Finishes 
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Samples Tested for Biobased Content: 9 samples of General Purpose Household Cleaners have been 

submitted to independent laboratories for biobased content testing as specified by ASTM standard 

D6866-04. 

 

Biobased Content Data: Results from biobased content testing of General Purpose Household Cleaners 

indicate a range of content percentages from 10% minimum to 95% maximum biobased content as 

defined by ASTM D 6866-04.  A detailed distribution of biobased content levels is included as 

Appendix A. 

 

Products Submitted for BEES Analysis: Life-cycle cost and environmental effect data for 2 General 

Purpose Household Cleaners have been submitted to NIST for BEES analysis. 

 

BEES Analysis: The life-cycle costs of the submitted General Purpose Household Cleaners range from 

$27.50 minimum to $65.63 maximum per usage unit.  The environmental scores range from 0.0127 

minimum to 0.1005 maximum. A detailed summary of the BEES results is included as Appendix B. 
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Appendix A - Biobased Content Data 

 

 
 

 Companies Identified Products Identified C14 BEES 

1 V865 V865-0010 10   

2 FCM9 FCM9-0007 42   

3 H96J H96J-0002 54 yes 

4 C9PX C9PX-0006 61   

5 ULHI ULHI-0019 72   

6 X4H4 X4H4-0006 81   

7 ULHI ULHI-0036 82   

8 J3TP J3TP-0001 91 yes 

10 RDO8 RDO8-0038 95   
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Appendix B - BEES Analysis Results  
 

Units:  5 gallons 
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Appendix B (continued) 

 

 
 

 


