[bookmark: _GoBack]FOLLOW-UP BIOPREFERRED E-MAIL FROM DR. GREGORY PARHAM
Assistant Secretary for Administration and Chief Acquisition Officer
Sent by email on March 2, 2014

Recently, Secretary Vilsack sent a message to every USDA employee requesting support of our BioPreferred program, one of his highest priorities.  This biobased program is critical to USDA’s mission and dedicated to efforts to promote the bioeconomy, create new markets for America’s farmers, protect our natural resources, and reduce our dependence on petroleum.  The Secretary asked for your commitment to ensure biobased requirements are contained in appropriate procurement solicitations.  

Thank you in advance for your support of this important program.  My requirements:

Place BioPreferred requirements in work statements, solicitations, and contracts.


1. Place the following biobased clauses in all of your janitorial/custodial and operations and maintenance/maintenance and repair contracts.    
	
52.223-2  Affirmative Procurement of Biobased Products Under Service and Construction Contracts (September 2013).

Insert the following clause:

(a) In the performance of this contract, the contractor shall make maximum use of biobased products that are United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) designated items unless
(1) The product cannot be acquired
(i) Competitively within a time frame providing for compliance with the contract performance schedule;
(ii) Meeting contract performance requirements; or
(iii) At a reasonable price.
(2) The product is to be used in an application covered by a USDA categorical exemption (see 7 CFR 3201.3(e)). For example, all USDA-designated items are exempt from the preferred procurement requirement for the following:
(i) Spacecraft system and launch support equipment.
(ii) Military equipment, i.e., a product or system designed or procured for combat or combat-related missions.
(b) Information about this requirement and these products is available at http://www.biopreferred.gov.
(c) In the performance of this contract, the Contractor 
shall
(1) Report to http://www.sam.gov, with a copy to the Contracting Officer, on the product types and dollar value of any USDA-designated biobased products purchased by the Contractor during the previous Government fiscal year, between October 1 and September 30; and
(2) Submit this report no later than
(i) October 31 of each year during contract performance.

52.223-1  Biobased Product Certification (May 2012).

As required by the Farm Security and Rural Investment Act of 2002 and the Energy Policy Act of 2005 (7 U.S.C. 8102(c) (3)), the Offeror certifies, by signing this offer, that
biobased products (within categories of products listed by the United States Department of Agriculture in 7 CFR part 3201, subpart B) to be used or delivered in the performance of the contract, other than biobased products that are not purchased by the Offeror as a direct result of this contract, will comply with the applicable specifications or other contractual requirements

2. Place language on biobased products in statements of work, descriptions, and specifications 

Example:  The Contractor must comply with the Farm Security and Rural Investment Act of 2002 (FSRIA), 7 U.S.C. 8102; the Food, Conservation and Energy Act of 2008 (FCEA), 7 U.S.C. 8102; the Federal Acquisition Regulation; Executive Order (EO) 13514, “Federal Leadership in Environmental, Energy and Economic Performance,” dated October 5, 2009; EO 13423, “Strengthening Federal Environmental, Energy, and Transportation Management,” dated January 24, 2007; and  Presidential Memorandum, “Driving Innovation and Creating Jobs in Rural America through Biobased and Sustainable Product Procurement,” dated February, 2012 to provide biobased products.

3. Incorporate biobased requirements into instructions to Offerors and evaluation factors for awards

Visit http://www.biopreferred.gov and click on procurement tools for model language on biobased instructions to Offerors and biobased evaluation factors.

4. Form contracting officer/contracting officer representative partnerships to ensure biobased product requirements are included in solicitations and contracts.
 
Future Actions

The Office of Property and Procurement Management will present a USDA-specific training program for members of the acquisition workforce on the purchasing of biobased products at the many on-going procurement meetings at USDA.  That training will be available on AgLearn and will be mandatory training for USDA’s acquisition workforce.  Continuing learning credit will be awarded upon successful completion of the course.   

I am also asking that BioPreferred purchasing be included in the FY 2015 performance plan of each acquisition professional.

If you have any questions, please contact Ron Buckhalt at ronb.buckhalt@dm.usda.gov or 202-205-4008.

As Secretary Vilsack emphasized, USDA must lead by example. Thank you for your continued support and efforts on behalf of the BioPreferred Program.
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