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Subject:  FW: Message From Secretary Vilsack to USDA Acquisition Community
On July 11, 2013, T sent an e-mail to every USDA employee requesting your personal support of our BioPreferred program, one of my highest
‘pricrities. This program is mission critical to USDA’s efforts to promote the bioeconomy, create new markets for America’s farmers, protect our natural

resources, and reduce our dependence on petroleum.

Thank you for your support. Data from our procurement system indicate that you are including biobased requirements in contracts more frequently: it's
2 good trend. But we need to do more s the lead Federal agency for this program.

T'm writing to the USDA acquisition community to request that, starting today, you begin including biobased requirements and associated clauses in all
janitorial/custodial and operations and maintenance procurements including new solicitations, modifications, and blanket purchase agreements. In the
coming months, I plan to expand this request to include all USDA construction, food sarvice, and vehicle maintenance contracts.

T am asking Dr. Gregory Parham, USDA's Chief Acquisition Officer, to follow up on this message with deails on how to include biobased
requirements in your procurements. I am also asking Lisa Wilusz, USDA's Senior Procurement Executive, to initiate  training program for our
acquisition community on the purchasing of biobased products. Part of that training program will include a mandatory AgLeam course for which you

will receive eredit toward your continuing education requirements.

T will be asking the heads of your agencies to report on your progress when including biobased requirements in procurements by October 1, 2014 and on
2 quarterly basis. If you have any questions, please contact Ron Buckhalt at ronb buckhalt@dm usda gov or 202-2054008.

Thank you for your continued support and efforts on behalf of the BioPreferred program.

Sincerely,

Thomas J. Vilsack

Secretary
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